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Poet Coach Job Description

The role of the poet coach is to inspire young people, to get them excited about writing and performing poetry and to bring out the best in them, both individually and as a team. 

You will guide them through a process, teaching them how to write original, meaningful group poems and to perform them in an exciting, dynamic way. 

You will be an ambassador for the project and for the poetry community and will be expected to be professional, punctual and prepared at all times.

As a poet coach, you will:

· Attend two professional development days in your region led by Jacob Sam-La Rose, to help you prepare for the project 

· Be paired with a school or youth group and liaise with a teacher contact to organise workshop dates in line with the project timeframe

· Lead an initial workshop and performance day in your school/youth group 

· Lead three workshops for a group of up to 20 young people

· From that group of 20, select a team of 8 young people to represent your school/youth group in your region. Strategies for making this selection will be discussed during the professional development days 

· Lead a further six workshops with your team to prepare them for the regional slam final

· Attend your regional slam final on Monday 25th June 2012 , running workshops if required and giving performances for young people from across the five project schools/youth groups in your region

· If your team is the highest scoring team at your regional final, you will accompany them to the national Shake the Dust weekend in London from 5 - 8 July 2012, where you will support your team, run workshops for groups of participants from across the project and perform
· If your team is the highest scoring team at your regional final, you will run one extra workshop for them in preparation for the national slam final

· Work with and support a ‘shadow’ throughout the project. This will be an emerging poet or spoken word artist who wants to develop their experience in education. You will involve them in your workshops, creating opportunities for them to perform, lead exercises and support students where appropriate. You will be encouraged to develop a strong working relationship with your shadow and to find ways for the two of you to benefit from working together

· Keep in touch with the regional contacts for the project in your area and raise any issues/challenges as soon as they arise

Poet Coach Person Specification

· Excellent performance poet

· Strong track record of developing work with young people

· Strong track record of working with schools and/or youth groups

· Reliable, punctual and professional

· Willingness and ability to work with and support the development of a shadow artist working on the project

· Good availability throughout the project, Jan – July 2012, with availability to schedule 10 workshops at reasonable intervals between Feb – June 2012. Candidates will be informed as soon as possible of the regional project dates. All candidates must be available 5-8 July 2012 in case their team is the highest scoring team in their region and is invited to attend the national Shake the Dust weekend

Poet Coach Fees

Poet coaches will be paid £1,800 for 10 workshops. This is based on a half day rate of £180 per session, but in practice the first workshop is likely to be a full day and subsequent workshops approximately two hours long, with some variations. 

In addition, poet coaches will be paid £300 to attend their regional final and £150 per day to attend the two professional development days. The poet coach of the highest scoring team will also be paid a fee (tbc) to attend the national Shake the Dust weekend from 5-8 July 2012. 

Unfortunately we are not able to cover travel expenses related to the project, with the exception of travel to London for the poet coach of the highest scoring team. 
